2Q2 ENGLAND : PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

Precisely the same motives are behind the pressure of
Russia to push the iron curtain further west and further south.
Russia's export potential is vast, although still far from being
realized. Russia, therefore, will need, as the United States
needs already, fields for capital investment abroad. Just, how-
ever, as a free-enterprise economy can only invest in other free
economies, so a Communist economy can only invest in other
Communist countries. Since Communism nowhere exists by
the will of the people but only by force, this means in effect
that Russia can only hope to find fields for investment in
countries under her own political control. It is thus useless at
present either to expect Russian pressure westwards to be
relaxed or to expect any willing relaxation of political control
over the countries behind the iron curtain. On the other hand,
this analysis reveals very clear reasons why Russia is unlikely,
in so far as she is guided by self-interest, to pass from the cold
war to the shooting war, always provided, but only provided,
that the west is so armed and prepared that the shooting war
would be a stern and destructive struggle and not another
march to Dunkirk.

It is sometimes said that Russia must, in the long run, become
the predominant world power because of her illimitable un-
developed resources in men, materials, and territory. This is
not so. In Canada, Australia, Africa, and New Zealand, to
say nothing of south-east Asia, the free-economy countries have
vastly greater potential resources and fields for capital invest-
ment which are immediately available, subject only to the
security of Western Europe. If we can rise to the height of our
grave and urgent responsibilities in the matter of promoting
Western Union and the military defence of Western Europe
and the Mediterranean basin and south-east Asia, our future as
a great power will remain. If we fail to rise quickly and
vigorously to our responsibilities, we shall continue to decline
and need not hope to recover.

We are not to-day rising to the level of these high responsi-
bilities, and our voice lacks the accent of authority, without
which all power is vain and all pride but dust. We are not
ready to bestride the' world's stage resolutely and to defend
everywhere our English conception of justice and ordered peace,